
track. There is no infrastructure for the
Murray River Walk at all: it’s not just mini-
mal impact, it’s no impact. We gain an under-
standing and appreciation of the land that
can only come through unhurried passage.
We stop and examine things we pass, picking
our way through the trackless land, impro-
vising as we go. We are united by this shared
experience on the river. But it’s the steps
leading to Wendy’s embarrassing interlude
that will leave the most lasting impression.

The pre-dawn alarm would be cruel if not
for the promise of what lies ahead. We rug up
and wordlessly climb into the boat in the
pitch black, like prisoners executing a daring
escape plan. Head-torches cast a tunnel of
light through the mist and our exhaled
breath. We slip away from Desire and its
glowing orange warmth recedes until it
becomes nothing more than the dying
embers of a faraway campfire. 

The boat shunts against the opposite bank
and we pile out and scramble up a ridge lead-
ing to the top of Headings Cliff. In the space

MORE TO THE STORY

The Murray River Walk makes a poignant 
stop at the site of the proposed Chowilla 
Dam, which almost became reality in the 
late 1960s. With the Snowy Mountains 
Scheme well under way in NSW, the South 
Australian government, led by premier Tom 
Playford, sought its own major project to 
secure more water for the state. The dam 
wall would have been 5.5km long, flooding 
an area of 1372sq km and inundating what 
is now the Chowilla Game Reserve and the 
Chowilla Regional Reserve. The project 
was eventually, and sensibly, scrapped 

when costs skyrocketed and after it was 
revealed that salinity levels would rise 
catastrophically downstream, potentially 
wiping out horticulture in 
South Australia. How close the dam came 
to getting built can be seen from the 
Murray River Walk trail, which pauses at 
what would have been the base of the dam 
wall. Earthmovers shaped the cliff face to 
locate the dam; roads and a railway line 
were constructed. The view looks out over 
the pastel-coloured delta that holds the 
cultural history of millennia, which could 
have been the unlikely site of the Chowilla 
Yacht Club.
RICKY FRENCH 
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of 40 vertical metres we climb over the
bottom of a 2.5 million-year-old seabed, the
floor of ancient Lake Bungunya, and finally
up honeycomb-textured sand blown in from
the continental shelf during the last two ice
ages. The morning call of a singing honey-
eater chirps encouragement. On the clifftop
we gather and wait for the sun to spill its
warmth over the land, our faces and of
course our constant companion, the broad
and noble river, gold-tipped, raked by the
breeze, silent and shimmering in the sun.

The majority of the journey is more
understated, but no less engrossing. We walk
on oxbows and islands, which gives a remote
feel. Tony says walking on the banks gives a
new perspective of the river. “To be on the
bank, looking at the water, you can see how
people lived and worked. You’re walking on
a landscape a lot of people have made use of.”

We see countless red gums showing the
unmistakable carved scars of Aboriginal
canoes and shields. We see middens, the
remnants of old fireplaces, rocks finely
shaped into cutting tools. We take off our
boots and roll up pants to ford streams, pile
into a strategically stashed canoe for a more
serious crossing, cross derelict sheep bridges.
An evening campfire on the final night is a
fitting tribute to the history and the enduring
spirit of the Murray.

Our presence is as ephemeral as spring
rains but the experience is everlasting. When
Desire carries us from the broad and noble
for the last time, no signs remain of our
group or the remarkable Murray River Walk.
We leave no trace, but take away so much.

Ricky French was a guest of South Australian
Tourism Commission and Murray River Walk.

Strolling along the 
low-gradient delta, 
above; Desire 
houseboat, left; 
boat guide Mick, 
below left 
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VANUATU
NASAMA RESORT 
Return flights, transfers & 7 nights 
with a romantic dinner for two, 
late check-out & WiFi!

$1799
SAVE $820

TAMANU ON THE BEACH
Return flights, transfers & 5 nights 
with a champagne breakfast, 
couples massage & WiFi!

$1949
SAVE $670

BOKISSA PRIVATE ISLAND RESORT
Return flights, transfers & 
6 night beachfront stay with 
all meals!

$2399
SAVE $900

WHITE GRASS OCEAN RESORT & SPA
Return flights, transfers & 4 nights 
on island with breakfast, cocktails, 
Volcano Tour & 3 nights in Port Vila!

$2499
SAVE $670

FIJI
CRUSOE’S RETREAT
Return flights, transfers & 5 nights 
with breakfast daily, massage & 
kava ceremony!

$1599
SAVE $745

OUTRIGGER FIJI BEACH RESORT  
Return flights, transfers & 6 nights 
with spa treatments, community tour 
& free WiFi!

$1999
SAVE $930

MANA ISLAND RESORT & SPA - FIJI
Return flights, transfers & 5 nights 
on island with breakfast daily, & 
1 night in Nadi!

$2049
SAVE $1320

FIJI MARRIOTT RESORT MOMI BAY
Return flights, transfers & 7 nights 
in a Lagoon View room with 
breakfast daily!

$2199
SAVE $860

KORO SUN RESORT & RAINFOREST SPA
Return flights, transfers & 5 nights 
with breakfast and afternoon tea 
daily, & 2 nights in Nadi!

$2649
SAVE $1570

TAHITI
MANAVA BEACH RESORT & SPA MOOREA
Return flights, transfers & 5 
nights in Moorea with breakfast, 
spa credit, 4WD Safari Tour & 
2 nights in Papeete!

$3349
SAVE $1080

TIKEHAU PEARL BEACH RESORT
Return flights, transfers & 
5 nights in an Overwater 
Bungalow with breakfast, 
& 2 nights in Papeete!

$4599
SAVE $1120

CLUB RARO RESORT
Return flights, transfers & 8 nights 
with an Intro Dive!

$1999
SAVE $500

THE EDGEWATER RESORT & SPA
Return flights, transfers & 
8 nights with breakfast daily & 
a beverage pack!

$2249
SAVE $860

NAUTILUS RESORT
Return flights, transfers & 8 nights 
with private plunge pool, breakfast 
daily, wine & fruit platter!

$3299
SAVE $770

PACIFIC RESORT AITUTAKI
Return flights, transfers & 6 nights 
with breakfast, NZ$300 F&B Credit 
and 2 nights in Rarotonga!

$5099
SAVE $1600

NORFOLK
ISLAND

$1999FROM
pp

Your Holiday Includes:The Governor’s Lodge Resort Hotel 
offers boutique style accommodation 
with onsite restaurant, cafe & pool. 
The hotel has 55 individually private 
cabins set amongst 12 acres of 
landscaped sub-tropical gardens 
incorporating majestic Norfolk Pines. 
Centrally located to the shopping centre 
and World Heritage - Kingston.

n   Return airfares flying Air New Zealand 
n    7 nights’ accommodation staying at 

Governor’s Lodge Resort 
n   7 days car hire with full insurance
n   $250 Resort Credit per room per stay 
n   VIP on island concierge 
n   Bounty Pass – Exclusive on island discounts
n   Wonderland by Night Show 
n   Half Day Orientation Tour 
n   The World of Norfolk Exhibit 
n   DIY History Tour

YOUR OWN PRIVATE CABIN, RESORT CREDIT & MORE…

SALE ENDS 31 OCT!

sales@spacifi catravel.com
www.spacifi catravel.com

1800 800 722

Prices are departing Perth per person, twin share, inclusive of pre-payable taxes and for new bookings only. Valid for sale until 31OCT17, or until sold out. Please consult our website 
for travel dates and for full terms and conditions. Spacifica Travel is a division of Wave Hospitality Group Pty Ltd, an accredited travel agency and member of the International Air 
Transport Association. (IATA). Images courtesy of Tahiti Tourisme, Cook Islands Tourism, Craig Owen and Norfolk Island Tourism.
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